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During the early Melji years in Japan there was widespread
ineerest in Western cvilization, and the desire for knowledge
abour Western insticutions, practices, and jdeas seemed o per-
meate the entire society. In the intellectual world, the most popu-
lar current of thought was Western liberalism. "Liberty,” “incle
pendence,” “equality,” “reason,” “progress,” “civilization,” "o
ple's rights,” “constitutional government,” and “national asscn-
bly™ became catchwords of the age. At the lorefront of the move-
ment to enlighten the people abowt Western civilization and
liberalize the existing society were such men as Fukuzawa Yukichi
(1834-1201) and the members of the Meirokusha, an intelleciual
socicty organized in 1873 by Fukuzawa and his [riends.

Fukuzawa needs no introduction as the most prominent il
influental advocate of Liberalism and Westernication in Meiji
Japan. He produced volumes and volumes of pamphlets, macts,
books, and articles calling for the vansiormation of Japanese
modes of thoughe, instinutions, and practices, He asked the people
to adopt “the spiric of dvilization™ which he defined as “num-
ber and reasom™ and “independence and self-respect.™

The other members of the Meirokusha circle are not as clisely
identified with liberalism since they soon modified or cliamnged
their attitudes toward it. But during the early years of the
Meiji era they played active roles in introducing new knowledge
and ideas from the West. Among the founders of the Meirokuslia
was Mori Arinori (1847-1889) who in 1885 became the minister
of education in the first Teo Cabinet. He spent some rtime in
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both England and America and upen his return advocated such
reforms as the abandonment of the samurai practice of sword
beearing, equality of the sexes, religious freedom, and the adoption
of English as Japan's national language, While in America he
wrote a short article in English entitled, “Religious Freedom
in Japan.'"

Nakamura Masanao (1832-1800) did very littde original writ-
ing on behalfl of the liberal cause but he contributed greatly o
the disseminaton of English liberal thought by translating two
English waorks which became the most widely read translations
of early Meiji: Samuel Smiles® Self-Help and John Stuart Mill's
O Liberty, He alio embraced Christianity and, in 1872, before
the ban against Christianity was lifted, be submitted, under a
pseudonym, an open letter to the emperor proposing that the
latter adopt Christianity to set an cxample for the people®
MNakamura was also interested in feminine education and was
one of the pioneers in this feld.

Nishi Amane (1826-1804) was among the first Japanese 1o be
sent abroad by the Tokugawa government o study in the Wese
In 1862 he went to Holland and remained there for three
years. He was the first serious spudent of Western philogophy, and
he sought o introduce the Western system of logic into Japan,
relying primarily on Mill's System of Logic. Mill's wtilitarian
philosophy also interested Nishi and he not only translated the
former's Utilitarignitm but presented his own interpretation of
utilitarianism in the Meroku fournel?

Among those who went to Holland with Nishi was Tsuda
Mamichi {1820-1903) who, after his return, also sought to intro-
duce Western learning to Japan, and called for liberal reforms
in his many articles in the Meirohu Jowrnal. He was one of the
few Meirokushas members o support Itagaki Taisuke's call [or
the establishment of 2 national assembly in 18744 Kato Hirovuk)
(1336-1916) is known more as the advocate of German statism
and a supporter of the Meiji oligarchy but, during the early
years of Meiji, he favored the establishment of a constitutional
government and free trade, and wrowe several books ealling for
liberal reforms.® Nishimura Shigeki (1823-1902) is beuwer known
as a Confpcian scholar but he too was interestesd in liberal ideas
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and institutions and sought 1o educate the public about them in
the Meiroku Journal. He was also one of the few men to support
Itagaki's proposal for the immediate establishment of a national
asscm bly #

The enthusiasm for Western things and for the [ollowing
that liberalism had gained during the first decade or so seemed,
on the surface, to indicate thar Japan would indeed be trans-
formed into the image of a libcral Western society. But by the
middle of the TRV, it wae clear thyr likernfiom weos Inedoe e
popularity. A re-evaluation of maditional ideas and metuiian.
A more critical appraisal of Western eivilizating, = rovival af
traditional intellectual and cultural forces and, above all, the
rising sense of nationalism changed the complexion of things in
the culmiral and imellecrual spheres.

If the growth of natonalism was the single most bmportan
factor which brought abeut the decline of liberalism in Meiji
Japan, we can say that the seed of its demise was embedided from
the beginning in the liberal movement iuseli, fur prominent
among the motives which led men like Fukuzawa to embrace
Western liberalism were nationalistic considerations. “The liberals,
like the leaders of the government, were acutely aware of the dan-
gers that confronted Japan just emerging from feudalisni They
all agreed that in order for Japan to survive she would have 1o
accommodate herself to Western wiays as quickly as possible. The
government beaders were interested primarily in Western science
and technology to enable Japan to modernize her armed forces
and dﬂ'thp her industries, The liberal imellectuals, lowever,
went further and believed that 1o build a vigorons nation it was
alse necessary to adopi the values, anitucdes, and institutions
prevalent in the most advanced nations of the West, such as
England and America. The importation of Western liberalism
would, they comcluded, not only further the wellbeing of the
individual Japanese but it would also serve the national interest.

This belief was expressed repeatedly by Fukurawa who
insisted that “the independence of the individual will be followed
by the independence of the nation."T In urging the aloption of
Western civilization he stated:
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We must fix our goal and advance toward civilization. Our goal
i5. ., the presemvation of our national independence. There s no
ather way to preserve our independence excepe through the adop-
tion of [Wemern] civilization. The Japanese people are to advance
toward eivilization solely for che purpose of maintaining dis nation's

independemee.a

He was aware, he explained, that there were higher goals than
the mere preservation of national independence, but these had
to wait for the future, The immediate task was the defense of
Japan's independence, “Without a nation and without the people
we cannol talk about Japanese civilizaton,” ke staged ®

The development of individualism in Japan would make the
people energetic defenders of Japan’s national sovereignty. *Those
without the spirit of independence,” Fukuzawa argued, “are
incapable of thinking seriously about their country . .. In order 1o
defend our nation against foreign powers, we must saturate the
entire mation with the spirit of independence,”™® For the same
reason he pleaded for the development of the people’s intelieciual
capacity. Before this can be accomplished blind adherence 1o
ancient practices and beliefs must be ended, and the “spirit of
efvilization™ instilled into the people. This is the way "o fortify
our nationality and give added luster w0 our imperial dynasty,”
he aserted ! Refusal to accept changes, he held, would not result
in the gloribeation of the jmperial dynasty and the nation; on
the comtrary, it would lead o their decline

Fukuzawa based his plea for the establishment of a constin-
tional parliamentary government on the ground of national
interest also, The people must be allowed o participate in
national affairs in order to make everyone personally ineresved
in the [ate of the nation, “There is only one way,” he wrotwe,
“to make the people shoulder the burdens of the nation, and
that i to grant them political rights and establish a national
assembly.""2 Others also shared this view, Before he changed his
paosition, Kaw Hiroyuki believed that the way to further the
national interest was the establishment of a constitutional gov-
ernment.” The men who submitted the Memorial of 1874 asking
for the esiablishment of a national assembly stated:
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We fear ... that if a reform js not effected the state will be ruined.
Unable w0 resist the prompiings of our patriotic feelings, we have
sought to devise a means of rescuing it from this danger, and we
find it o comsist in developing public discussion in the empire,14

At firsg the liberals did not see any contradictions in their
espousal of liberal principles and nationalistic goals, “The peo-
ple’s rights and national rights go hand in hand and cannot be
separated,” wrote Fukuzawa.'® Certainly, they were not narrow-
minded, militant ulranatonalists. Fukuzawa consiandy cau-
tioned against letting the love of one’s country lead 10 a con
tempt of other countries or to an unrealistic sense of national
grandeur. He was the frst to oritidze those who asseried that
Japan was “the land of righteousness” and “the mose sacred land
of the gods."** Nakamura, who was perhaps the least nationalistic
of the Meirokusha men, cautioned his countrymen not to scorn
the Chinese,'” while Nishimura was one of the few men to speak
out against Japanecse imperialism later in the Meiji cra, “Do no
make aggression our national policy,” he called out, “it is ban-
ditry to encroach upon other countries.” 1%

Fukuzawa explained that he believed it was necesary 1o
harp upon the question of national interests because the Japancse
who were just emerging from a feudal era were not sufficiently
accustomed 1o thinking in terms of the entre nadon 1 Thus, in
the beginning, the cmphasis on national interess was intended
primarily to rouse the Japanese and rally them o the defense of
their nation’s independence. But as Japan became more secure
and her leaders shified their atention from the preservation of
her independence w the pursuit of a more aggressive foreign
policy in Asia, many of the liberals rushed o support the imper.
ialistic policics of their government. If individual inverests gou
in the way of national inerests, they would have w be curbed
for the sake of building a powerful Japanese state and empire,
At the same time, the liberals voo went through a period of
re-evaluation of Japanese and Western values and institutions,
Soon many of the early champions of the liberal mevement
began o desert the cauze.

By the time Mori was appointed minister of education in
1885 he had abandoned his liberal sentimenis. Upon taking
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office he reorganired the existing school system which had been
influenced greatly by American educational concepts, and estab-
lished a syseemy which was designed w produce obedient, nation-
alistic subjects of the state.®™ Kawo lorsook the liberal cause by
the late seventies and in 188] he asked the government to pro-
hibit the circulation of his earlier works. In a new work pub-
lished in 1882 he denounced the proponents of natural rights and
upheld the principle of “survival of the fittest,” insisting that
men enjoy certain rights only because the strongest authoricy
in society restrains the strong from attacking the weak in order
to maintain peace and stability; men are not born with natural
rights.® He served the ruling clique faithfully, and became the
president of the Imperial University of Tokyo and a member
of the Privy Council.

MWishi also became a supporter of the government and helped
ta draft the imperial rescript addressed o the armed forces. His
friend, Tiuwda, was elected to the Lower House of the Diet in
1890 and was chosen as its vicespeaker, but he belonged not o
the liberal pardes but to the government faction, Nishimura
was never an all-out supporter of liberalism but he was in favor
of constitutional government and popular rights, He was, how-
ever, critical of utilitarianism, and began to emphasize strongly
the necessity of reviving Confucian mwwal values, Although he
did not berome a rabid natiomalist, Wakamura oo turned his
attention away from Western learning and concenirated on the
teaching of the Chinese classics. Unlike Fukuzgawa, these men
did not refrain from accepting posts in governmental institutions.

Only Fukuzawa appeared to remain faithful to the liberal
ideals as he continued to maintain his independence from the
government, refusing 1o become an “official scholar.” But in his
thinking the inner contradictions of the liberals is seem most
clearly. A dichotwmy in his views about internal and external
issues became evident before many years of the Meiji period had
passed. At first he secmed 1w believe in the rule of law in the
international sphere and the need to respect the rights of all
nations. In his Gakumon no Susume {Encouragement of Learm.
ing), a seties of esays published between 1872 and 1676,
he stated:
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The ipddividual man and imdividua! nation are independent und
free in acordance with the principle aof heaven. If the freedom
of an individoal nation is ohstrocted, that nation showld wo fesr
fighting [or its righes even if it meant challenging e entire world,
If the fresdom of an individual man is obsirsceed, he need no
fear even the officials of the povernment {in Gghting bor his rglo)=2

Baut after ohserving the manner in which international aflairs
were actually conducted by the advanced Western nasions—and
alter the initial threar to Japan's independence had passed—he
and the other liberals adopiod Ui vicew Giak e san s s
Jungle and not the rule of law and justice prevailed in the dny.
national sphere. By [880 Fukuawa was writing:

Such things as rreaties of amity and international law sound very
wonderful but they are merely superficial ferms and terme In the
actunl conduct of ineernational affairs, there is only a struggle for
power aind gready pursait of selfinterest ... A hudred volunewes of
international law is no maich for scveral canoons, and volumess of
treaties of amity are no  match for a box of gunpowder, Caniwos
anid gunpowder are not wsed o maintain existing dghes bur are
devices o create rights where rights do not exisl,®=

This denial of just principles in the interpational scene
became more pronounced as the European powers became more
active in Asia. Fuokuzawa accepted the concept that might is
right and asserted that force alone counted in the realm of
imternational relatinms:

IE others behave foolishly, we too ot réspond in a feolish manuer,
If others e force we too must use force ... The struggle of (he
natioms of the world i like the sroggle of the hinde amd e
beasts. Japan too is a member of this family of animals. A times
we may be devourcd by others, and at other tmes we may devour
others. The only thing that we can depenid wpon is brute (orce+

Although Tukuzawa sought 1o make a distinction between
international and domestic affairs and continued 10 insist upon
individual rights and freedom at home, he was compelled 10
revise his position. In the early 1880%, as Japan became increas-
ingly interested in Korea, he professed his willingness to subordi-
nate individual rights 10 the interests of the nation:
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My lifedong goal has been the extension of national rights, The
question of control of political power ar home B insigniBcant
compared to the quesion of national interests, Even if the form
and name of the government are antocratéc, as long a5 the govern-
ment is capable of extending our natienal bntercss 1 am sagished.2®

Earlier, Fukuzawa had been one of the severest critics of the
Sarsuma-Choshu clique that controlled the government but he
began to take an inoreasingly moderate position in the struggle
for popular rights and constitutional govemment, In fact, he
became highly eritical of the more radical proponents of politi-
cal reforms, labelling them “the vulgar advocates of popular
rights.™** He advised his followers to accept Iess than true parlia-
Mentary government to maintain harmony at home so thay Japan
could further her interests abroad, Japan, he decided, would have
to be content with a mixture of the vestiges of feudalism and
Western parliamentary government for the time being™ Alter
the 1880°s, “Harmony Between the Government and the People™
became his political shogan.

In the conduct of foreign afairs, he asked the governmen:
leaders o take sorong measured, and became an enemgetic sup-
porier of the official policy of strengthemng the mulitary [orces.
He constantly aleried the people of the dangers of further West-
ern encroachments in Asia and urged his country o join the
ranks of the imperialistic powers and teat Korea and China
as they did.

In 1882 he published a series of articles criticizing Chinese
interventions in Korea, He called for the Japanese government
o put an end to this. China, be held, must be prevented from
becoming the strongest power in Asia. For this purpose, Japan's
military forces must be built up and the people must be willing
to bear heavier taxation. In order to stir the people o support
this policy, he painted a dire picoure of the consequences of a
Chinese victory in any futore war between the two nations. The
Chinese would, he predicted, “commit outrages against our
women, loot and plunder our property, kill the aged and the
young, burn our houses, and commit all the crimes imaginable,"#
I, on the other hand, Japan strengthened her military forces and
became the dominant power in Asia, she would enjoy the dis-
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tinction of being the England of Asia. He recalled observing
earlier, when he was on his way o Europe, the high-handed man-
ner in which the Brivish oreated the natives in India, While syme-
pathizing with the natives, he also felt envious of the British
power which enabled them o behave in this arbitrary fashion,
He secretly vowed, he stated, to build Japan's position to a level
where the Japanese too could trear not only other Asians but the
Bricish themselves in the same arbivary manner® The Japanese
people, he pleaded, must willingly endure an awsrere life and
detray the cost of strengthening the armed forees s ihae “ibe
rising sun will cover the entire Orient, and its inftuence extend to
the distant Western nation.” He continued w advocate the
adoption of aggressive policies toward China, and when the
Sino-Japanese War broke out he became one of the most vociter-
ous supporters of the war, He urged the people wo give complete
support to the government's war effores:

Japancse subjects muit not criveiie the povernment’s policies . ..
My sole object B viceory in this war, As long &8 we win the war
and exeend our national power $0 that we Japanese can be prowsd
among the natons of the world, there is no meed 1w complain abowt
domestic matters no matter how much discontent and unreason-
ableness may prevail®t

He donated ten thousand yen, a considerable sum in those
days, to the povernment to help the war effort, and insisted that
the war must be continued until China was completely crushod.
This war, he held, was a conflict between a civilised and a bar.
barous nation®:

Afver the war he returmed w his espowsal of liberal prin-
ciples and continued to speak about “the greatest happiness of
the greatesi number,” but his words no lobger captured the
inagination of the young idealists of the new century.

The Sino-Japanese War, then, can be viewed as marking the
end of a chapier in the history of Meiji liberalism, That it had
a decisive impact on the thinking of many liberals is dramatically
illusirated by the example of Tokotomi Soho, 3 man who seemed
destined to become the outstanding liberal of the second half of
the Meiji period. He was a Christian, a staunch pacifist, a warm
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admirer of the English Utilitarian liberals, and the founder and
editor of the most influential journal of the middle Meiji years,
Kokumin no Tomo (Natow's Friend),

In 1886 he published a book called Shorad no Nihon (fapan
of the Future) pleading for the cause of peace and attacking
militarism and expamsionism. He cited the views of various
English wrivers of the nintcenth century, particularly the leaders
of the Manchester School, Cobden and Bright, to bumress his
arguments for peace. Japan and the other nations of the world,
he argued, should pursue a policy of developing econamic wealth
rather than concenirating on the expansion of their milicary
forces 8

Militarists, he argued, seek to maintain national honor by
sactificing the interests of the people while economic producers
seek po preserve national honor in order to further the well-being
of the people. Conflict is the object of the former while peace
is the goal of the latter. The former seek 1o benefit at the EXpEnse
of others while the later would further both the interssis of
thenselves as well as others. The [ormer seek to rob other narlons
while the latter endeavor o maintain national independence
and associate with others peacefully. The lormer operate on the
principle of violence while the latter operate on the principle
of justice,

Wars, be pointed out, result in heéavy casualties and costly
expenditures. While the people are compelled to endure hard-
ships and make great sacrihces, they derive no benefits from war
even in victory, He condemned Bismarck’s militaristic policies
and deplored Western imperialism in Asia. He especially criti-
cized his fellow liberals who championed popular rights at home
bur were the first to call for the invasion of their neighbors. They
failed o realize, he noted, that if war broke out the power of
the government would increase even more while the rights of
the people would decrease proportionately. The aggrandizement
of national power and expansonism, he argued, would inevitably
result in the violation of individual righes.

Tokutom stood out as the meat eloquent pleader for a peace
ful foreign policy. Here was a man whe seemed devoted to che
cause of hiberalism, pacibcsm, and ravonalism. And ver, che
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Sino-Japanese War brought about a total wansformation in his
outlook, Like Fukuzawa, when fighting commenced, he aban-
doned all opposition 10 the government and supported the war
effore. The Triple Intervention after the war, he claimed, trans
formed him suddenly into an ultranationalist and an advocate
of imperialism. This intervention, he later explained, made him
realize the folly of his earlicr views which were based on book
learning, not on the realities of life. He concluded thae force
alone counted in this world and completely abandoned his ideal.
istic liberal jdeas™ He then became one of the most agpresive
advocates of expansionism and a harsh foe of liberalism. As the
dean of the newspaper world he helped w rowse militaristic,
imperfalistic scntiments for the next half century up w amd
through the Pacific War.

Liberalism, then, lost many of i champions, and thase like
Fukuzawa who continued to write for s cause inst their effective
ness, Confucianism and Shintoism regained their prestige, and
the more moderate conservatives rurned to the cultural nation.
alism of the movement led by Miyake Yujiro, who sought to elec
a reappraisal of Japanese cultore and educate the public v papares
ciate the finer aspects of Japan through his journal, Nifiosin
{Japanese). An important leader of this cirele, Kuga Kawsunan,
struck at the sorespot of liberalism when he wrote: “Alas! Liberal-
ism, did you not bring about the revival of the Yamato spirit
as well as the birth of Japanese imperialism# 5=
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